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 As we start 2021 with our “Love & 
Kindness issue, let’s take a look back at 
a whirlwind year and all that we were 
able to accomplish thanks to your con-
tinuous involvement and support. As a 
neighborhood, we awarded ten scholar-
ships to Santa Ana students; donated to 
ten local charities; observed valentine’s 
Day with a DTSA brunch and National 
Margarita Day at the Mustafas; united 
with other neighborhoods to defeat the 
2525 Main Street project; recognized 
our most beautiful yards; installed a 
butterfly garden in Sarah Mae Downie 
Park; honored Mary Druitt and wayne 
Suraci with Legacy Awards; celebrated 
LgBTQ Pride month; created a care & 
compassion committee; held our first 
walk of Frights; got festive with the 
annual walk of Lights and home deco-
rating contest; and kept safely social in 
the midst of a world-wide pandemic.
 In 2020, the Floral Park Neighborhood 
gazette nearly doubled in size and told 
the stories of the historic Roy Russell 
mansion; our rich citrus heritage; the 
Maharaja of Indore and Princess usha 
Holkar; Hispanic Heritage Month; and 
took a look at Prohibition in Santa 
Ana. we added three new columns: 
The Floral Park Garden by Ashley 
Irene, On The Town with Ed Trotter, 
and Floral Park Shout Outs. we gave 
a voice to Santa Ana College and 
Santiago Elementary School with guest 
articles and reported on neighborhood 
news and events. 
 In this issue we publish what we 
hope is our first of many articles by 
an Orange County School of the Arts 
student. we observe Black History 
Month with a look at one of America’s 
most important architects. we start two 
new columns, Flora Park’s Kitchen 
celebrating our neighborhood cooks 
and The Eccentric’s Corner by Mark 

Letters to the Editor
I really enjoyed seeing the recipe for 
Aunt Chick’s Sugar Cookies you wrote 
about in the Floral Park gazette...
It hit home for me. while I no longer 
have the box they came in (it fell apart 
a few years ago.) I still have all 4 of 
the cookie cutters..My mother bought 
them before I was born and we made 
cookies every Christmas. I’m going to 
see if my daughter-in-law would like to 
use them this year. Thank you for the 
sweet memories. —Deb Davis

we are consistently amazed by the 
professional nature of the Floral Park 
Neighborhood gazette. Perhaps it 
has been even more important during 
the past several months with so much 
isolation. Thank you for the beautiful 
and  informational publication. I’m sure 
we all feel more connected because of 
your efforts. —The Garces family

I have loved Christmas all my life and 
you have captured the essence of what 
the holidays bring. The perfect graphic 
choices bring a smile to my face. I know 
that the inspiration of living in a unique 
neighborhood that evokes memories 
of a simpler, kinder time. The joys of 
sharing cookie recipes and stories about 
our prohibition past made for great 
fireside reading!— M. Konstan

Rothenberg focusing on neighborhood 
hobbies and passion projects. we also 
honor the accomplishments of amazing 
Floral Park neighbors, and tell stories 
of love and kindness.
 As we enter 2021, we are grateful 
for the many local businesses that 
support our neighborhood through their 
generous sponsorships (see page 33.) 
we encourage you to let them know 
that you appreciate their support. 
 In upcoming issues, we plan to 
continue keeping you entertained, 
informed and inspired with stories of 
our history, neighborhood happenings, 
and the wonderful people who chose to 
call Floral Park home.
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Give a Heartstone 
for Valentine’s Day
 Looking for something unique to 
give your love on valentine’s Day, 
something other than chocolates and 
a card, something that continues to 
express your love long after the day 
has passed? 
 Look no further than your own 
neighborhood! Heart Stones are a 
great way to show your love while 
supporting the neighborhood at the 
same time. Heart Stones are the 
heart-shaped commemorative pavers 
that line the walkways of Sarah Mae 
Downie Park, our neighborhood 
pocket park at Flower Street and 
North Park Boulevard. 
 A donation of $200 lets you 
personalize a stone with up to 25 
characters. Proceeds go towards the 
maintenance of the park and, with the 
absence of proceeds from Home Tour 
in 2020, we are under budgeted for the 
year. your support says “I Love you” 
not only to your sweetheart, but to 
your neighborhood as well.
 Heart Stones can now be purchased 
online at FloralPark.com/shop. And 
best of all, your purchase of a Heart 
Stone is a donation to a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization and therefore may 
be tax-deductible. 
 So, save yourself a trip to the Hall-
mark store and make your expression 
of love rock-solid with the gift of a 
Heart Stone. For more information, 
email Beautification@FloralPark.com

Putting Words in 
Ted Danson’s Mouth
 He ran a bar where everyone knew 
your name in Cheers. He architected an 
entire dimension called “The Bad Place” 
in The Good Place. And he dealt with the 
hell that is being a friend of Larry David 
in Curb Your Enthusiasm. But now, Ted 
Danson is taking on his toughest task yet, 
being mayor of Los Angeles. 
 Okay, dealing with Larry David every 
day is probably harder. But still.
 Ted Danson plays Neil Bremer on Mr. 
Mayor, a past-his-prime businessman 
who becomes mayor of La La Land 
to impress his daughter. The show 
was created by Tina Fey and Robert 
Carlock, the scribes behind 30 Rock 
and Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt. 
 One of Mr. Mayor’s writers is Floral 
Park’s own Brandt Hamilton who 
spends his summers and holidays with 
his parents, Maria and Randy Hamilton 
on Heliotrope Drive. Brandt drew on his 
experiences as an actual speechwriter 
for the mayor of New york City when 
writing the show. And while there are no 
Santa Ana green parrots flying around 
in Bremer’s LA, Brandt also took a lot 
of influence from his time growing up 
in Southern California. 
 you can check out Mr. Mayor 
Thursdays at 8PM on NBC. And 
you can check out Brandt getting 
pulled around Floral Park by one of 
the Hamilton’s german Shorthaired 
Pointers whenever he’s home.

Book Club Reveals 
Selections for 
February & March
 The Floral Park Neighborhood 
Book Club has chosen its selections for 
February and March. The club meets 
monthly via zoom during the pandemic 
on the last Friday of the month and 
presents a great opportunity to meet new 
people and make friends with common 
literary interests. Their next meeting is 
Friday, February 26 and new members 
are encouraged to join.
 February’s meeting will focus on 
the Ny Times bestselling historical 
thriller, The Last Days of Night by 
Oscar-winning screenwriter graham 
Moore. Based on actual events, the 
book takes a look at who invented the 
light bulb and holds the right to power 
the country. Named one of the best 
books of the year by the Washington 
Post, it is soon to be a major motion 
picture starring Eddie Redmayne.
 On Friday, March 26, the book 
selection is Anxious People by #1 New 
York Times bestselling author Fredrick 
Backman. The novel tells the story of 
a crime that never took place, a would-
be bank robber who disappears into 
thin air, and eight extremely anxious 
strangers who find they have more in 
common than they ever imagined. 
 For information on joining the 
Floral Park Book Club and zoom log-
in information, contact Suzee Katz at 
SusanKatz2525@gmail.com.
 Happy reading! 
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AT THE END OF ROAD 
we will not be thinking about awards, 
stocks & bonds, swimming pools, 
cars, first-class travel, six-pack abs, 
adulation, notoriety, Facebook, 
jewelry, politics, violence, or revenge. 
we will be thinking about the people 
we love, the ways their love made us 
feel, and the kindness we shared.
 I heard Denzel washington say, 
“you never see a u-Haul following 
a hearse.”  But kindness, when 
expressed, is unique because of its 
duality. It’s our legacy that resonates 
here after we are gone. And, yet, it 
intertwines our soul with a benefaction 
that endures to the hereafter.
 In previous columns, I have written 
about the mystical qualities of the homes 
in Floral Park and how the branches 
of our oaks can magically offer the 
pensive pedestrian a comforting hug. 
But I am most grateful to Floral Park 
for teaching me the difference between 
neighborhood and community. The 
words had been interchangeable to me, 
but they are vastly different.  
 A neighborhood is defined by 
geography. A community is defined by 
the kindness shared among neighbors 
—a bond among people. It is more 
than being nice and “neighborly.”  
Even the friendliest of neighborhoods 
can lack a sense of community. when 
a neighborhood elevates itself to 
community, a zip code transforms 
into something more than numbers.  
we celebrate each other’s differences 
and embrace kindness by accepting 
everyone, regardless of age, race, 
beliefs or circumstances. It may be a 
town filled with people from all walks 
of life going through a variety of 
hardships, but we are one community.
 In 2013, my wife Suzee decreed 
that we would be leaving Irvine, a city 
she dubbed “souless.” She found a 
prospective home on Heliotrope Drive 
in Northern Santa Ana.  I accompanied 
her on her initial visit, but I protested, 
“I am not going in the house, because 
there is no way we are moving to 

Santa Ana.”  As she toured the house, 
I waited outside. And Seymour 
started to whisper to me to “come in.” 
(Seymour is the lazy sycamore that 
stands in front of our home. Suzee 
names seminal inanimate objects in 
our lives.)  I liked the house, but I still 
was not moving to Santa Ana. 
 well, you know Suzee.  we moved in 
one month later. I had buyer’s remorse 
immediately, but the first weekend 
in the house coincided with the fall 
concert. I met a crazy couple dressed 
as hippies who lived in the castle 
house on North Park (Pete & Erin) and 
thought, “there is more to this ‘hood.”

wondered, could these acts of kindness 
not only transform a person, but also 
transform the world? 
 Last month, Rachel Borack Moloo 
(the chair of FPNA’s care & compassion 
committee) and I sat down for a zoom 
talk with Tom Tait, the former mayor 
of Anaheim (2010-2018) and brother 
of Floral Park resident, Richard Tait 
(North Park Blvd.)  Tom is responsible 
for re-branding Anaheim as “The City 
of Kindness.” 
 The idea all started with crayons and 
some paper. Natasha Jaievsky, who 
tragically died in a car accident in 2002 
at age 6, loved drawing colorful pictures 
of rainbows. Along each rainbow’s 
curve, she also wrote messages of 
kindness. 
 Her father, Dr. Edward Jaievsky, 
found his daughter’s drawings while 
searching for ways to preserve her 
memory. He hung up her kindness-filled 
art around Anaheim. It wasn’t long 
before the local community noticed the 
messages’ power.  
 Dr. Jaievsky was an Argentinian 
holistic doctor whose Jewish family 
had escaped Europe during the war.  
He observed that in medicine you can 
either treat the symptom or you can 
stimulate the body to heal from within, 
holistically. Tom said, “That was the 
light bulb moment for me.”  He thought 
that the same principle applies to a city. 
 Tom, who was at the time a 
councilman, saw Natasha’s pictures 
and was inspired to run for mayor, 
using kindness as a platform that could 
potentially transform the city. He won.
 As mayor, Tom drew inspiration 
from the late business management 
guru Peter Drucker (who famously 
said “culture eats strategy for 
breakfast”) and Abraham Lincoln (“he 
who molds public sentiment, goes 
deeper than he who enacts statutes.”) 
Tom set out to create a municipal 
culture of kindness where each resident 
understood it was his and her civic duty 
to be kind.  Tom introduced a number 
initiatives including asking the students 
in the Anaheim union School District 
to pledge to complete one million acts 
of kindness. 

 A few years later, Suzee was seriously 
ill, necessitating an extended stay at 
Keck Hospital of uSC. That became 
our home for four months. During this 
time, neighbors shared the key to our 
house to take Tula, our dog, on walks. 
when we returned, neighbors (many 
whom we had never met) brought us 
dinners or took Suzee for walks while 
she regained her strength.
 And remarkably these acts of 
kindness opened my eyes. They helped 
me forgive the failures of my own city 
and to love Santa Ana. These acts 
transformed me into a humble servant 
who loves this place, and who loves 
the people within it—not for what 
they are or what they can do for me, 
but just because they are mine. And I 

“ How do 
we change 

the world? 
One random 

act of 
kindness

at a time.”—Morgan Freeman
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“Floral Park  should not be known 
only as a historic district, but also as 
the neighborhood of kindness.”

Letter From The Vice Presidents
by Julie Humphreys and Tracey Stein

 On behalf of the board, we would 
like to wish all our neighbors a very 
happy and healthy new year!  
 Since this is the Love issue, we’d 
actually like to give some back to you! 
If you don’t know already, our role as 
co-1st vice presidents (sponsorship) 
means we have the awesome job of 
selecting, with our committee, our 
yearly Floral Park Neighborhood 
Association scholarship winners 
and charitable award recipients. 
Even though 2020 was rough, we 
still awarded ten ($1,000 each) 
scholarships and donated to ten ($450 
each) Santa Ana-based charitable 
organizations. 
 The scholarships were awarded to 
very deserving students, who have 
gone on to college to pursue their 
dreams, and the charitable organi-
zations were chosen based on their 
works to make Santa Ana a better, 
kinder city. But while our committee 

had a hand in choosing the recipi-
ents, we would not have been able to 
award anything if it weren’t for our 
generous neighborhood and neigh-
bors. you have endowed individual 
scholarships, contributed to the suc-
cess of our “First Night” fundraiser, 
and helped make our home and gar-
den tours successful year after year. 

Opening your homes, volunteering 
your time, coming to events, sharing 
your Instagram stories, getting your 
friends to move here…that’s how 
you’ve shown Floral Park your love, 
and it has not gone unnoticed. we wish 
we could send you each a valentine.
  I love these lines from the poem 
The House By The Side of the Road by 
Sam walter Foss (1858-1911):

I see from my house
by the side of the road,

By the side of the highway of life,
The men who press

with the ardor of hope,
The men who are faint with the strife.

But I turn not away 
from their smiles nor their tears-

Both parts of an infinite plan;
Let me live in my house 
by the side of the road

And be a friend to man.
 Enjoy this issue, celebrating love, 
and may your hearts always be full.

Some remarkable things happened in 
Anaheim over two years in its march to 
the million. Tait saw a drop in bullying 
at schools, addiction, senior loneliness, 
crime, and mental illness. 
 It doesn’t take major action. Examples 
abound in Floral Park such as Tammy 
Heider (Flower St.) taking her yorkie, 

gracie, to Santa Ana schools to comfort 
children with special needs; Olivia 
Matas (Ross St.) giving manicures to 
women in an assisted living facilities, 
Jeff Brumett (Heliotrope Dr.) leaving 
snacks and water for delivery people and 
postal carriers during the pandemic. 
 Do you want more ideas? give a 

valentine’s Day card to a widow who 
lives next door, play live music in 
your front yard, plant colorful flowers 
in your garden, make home-made 
dog treats and give them away door-
to-door, share home-grown produce, 
deliver a small gift basket or hot meal 
to a neighbor who is on lock down, 
put a tip into the tip jar at the coffee 
shop along with a small card with an 
uplifting message, or bake and take 
cookies to me… I mean, your neighbor.
 Add up these acts and talk about 
them and you create culture. Floral 
Park should not be known only as a 
“historic district,” but also as “the 
neighborhood of kindness.” with a 
change in culture, we can change the 
DNA of our city.  
 In her book, Joyful, designer and 
TED speaker Ingrid Fetell Lee writes, 
“The infectious quality of joy makes its 
dispersion as efficient as the most pro-
lific weed. Even the smallest efforts—
a painted mural, a knit cozy around a 
parking meter, a single flower—can 
be the beginning of an upward spiral 
that changes a community, a neighbor-
hood, a life.”
 This past year has tested our places 
and laid bare the fragility of our 
cities, towns, and neighborhoods. It’s 
tempting to imagine that this year will 
bring about better times. But wishing 
for it won’t make it so. Only hard work 
on a local level will.
 It’s important to know, especially 
after such a god-awful year, that while 
unrest and turmoil was unfolding in 
streets across the u.S., acts of love 
and kindness were happening in Floral 
Park: a food and toy drive, a meal 
train, scholarships, helping a neighbor 
with her garden, and more. while 
chaos has reigned in washington, 
D.C., compassion ruled in this corner 
of Santa Ana. The soul of America 
cannot be ransacked and the solution 
to what ails us cannot be found under a 
dome or in City Hall. It’s not a matter 
of politics; it’s just a matter of loving 
people. And there’s your battle cry for 
an uprising of kindness.
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 Every year, California State Senator 
Tom umberg honors outstanding 
women whose service has made a 
positive impact in our community. 
women from communities all around 
the 34th Senate District are recognized 
as women of Distinction at an annual 
event that, this year, will be held online 
in a virtual format due to the pandemic.
 “It is a privilege to mark all of 
their achievements due to their strong 
work ethic and ability to serve their 
community with integrity, compassion, 
and enthusiasm,” wrote umberg. 
“They exemplify ethical leadership 
and a commitment to making a 
difference in the lives of their fellow 
citizens through community service.”
 Among the 18 women honored 
is a Floral Park resident, Dr. Quynh 
Kieu, a pediatrician in practice in 
Orange County for 41 years. Dr. Kieu 
has been the president of the Project 
vietnam Foundation for the past 25 
years. She founded the foundation to 
get medical and surgical assistance to 

rural areas in vietnam with high infant 
mortality rates. 
 Since 1996, Project vietnam 
Foundation has provided medical 
assistance, initially as a global 
program of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, then as an separate non-
profit organization, in order to expand 
and serve needy families in vietnam. 
Their long-term programs have 
assisted the development of crucial 
services: newborn health, emergency 
care, cardiac treatment, training for 
disaster management, and promoted 
important guidelines for children’s 
health care. 
 Dr. Kieu is currently on the advisory 
board of the California Immunization 
Committee, representing the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and on the 
board of directors of the Healthcare 
Foundation for Orange County. 
 In the past, she was president of 
the American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP) Chapter 4; served on the board 
of trustees at Fountain valley Region-

al Hospital; was chairperson of the 
provider training & education com-
mittee at CalOptima; chair of Immu-
nization, AAP California; chairperson 
of the International Health Commit-
tee AAP Chapter 4; and cochair at the 
State government affairs committee, 
AAP California; among numerous 
other organizations. 
  Dr. Kieu’s husband, Dr. Chan 
Kieu, served as a doctor for South 
vietnamese airborne troops and re-
ceived a u.S. commendation for his 
rescue of a u.S. soldier. In 1975, with 
Saigon in collapse, the young couple 
slipped through a fence and man-
aged to board a u.S. cargo flight for 
guam, the second to the last flight 
that got out of vietnam on April 30, 
1975. They spent about a year in Palm 
Springs under the sponsorship of an 
American doctor, cleaning houses to 
make extra money. Then they came 
to Orange County and served their 
residencies, she in pediatrics at uCI 
Medical Center, he in anesthesiology

Floral Park Resident Dr. Kieu Honored as Woman of Distinction
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at Harbor uCLA Medical Center.
 The Kieus purchased the historic 
Maharaja house in 1988, moving 
to Floral Park from a custom-built 
home in Huntington Harbour. The 
art-deco home was built on North 
Heliotrope Drive in 1938 for the 
Maharajah of Indore, a state in India. 
The dashing yeshwant Rao Holkar 
had been educated at Oxford and was 
reputed to be one of the wealthiest 
men in the world. when he and his 
wife returned to India, they left their 
daughter behind to attend school in 
Santa Ana. Princess usha left Floral 
Park and returned to India in 1946 and 
succeeded her father in 1961. 
 Quynh remembers they were look-
ing around Santa Ana on a Sunday af-
ternoon and spotted the house for sale. 
She was drawn to it because its balco-
nies, trimming and bougainvilleas re-
minded her of her native vietnam. 
 They have since landscaped the 
nearly-1 acre property with 19 different 
types of bamboo and bronze statuary. 
In the back yard stands a 170-year-
old brick structure that the Kieus had 
taken apart, shipped, and reconstructed 
in 2004: the home of a tribal village 
chief in Catholic Quynh Luu District 
who had resisted communist religious 
oppression in 1956.
 Dr. Kieu has won numerous other 
accolades such as “best doctor” for 
general pediatrics in Orange County 
Magazine; “best pediatrician” in 
California, compendium of medical 
specialists; ABC News’ women 
of Courage in Health; alumni of 
excellence in pediatrics, university of 
California Irvine; The Orange County 
Red Cross Clara Barton Award, 
American Academy of Pediatrics, 
special award for Project vietnam; 
vietnamese American Science and 
Technology Society Award; yMCA’s 
woman of Achievement in Medicine; 
and many other honors and awards. 
 we congratulate Dr. Kieu for 
her many years of service to the 
community and her recognition as a 
woman of Distinction. 

 Floral Park resident David Crockett 
was elected to the Rancho Santiago 
Community College District (RSCCD) 
Board of Trustees in November. He 
brings with him extensive experience 
in managing relationships within 
the healthcare sphere, serving as an 
intermediary between healthcare 
providers, regulatory agencies and 
insurance companies. Crockett serves 
Area 5, representing the communities 
of garden grove and Santa Ana, 
California through 2024.
 “I personally benefitted from the 
affordable and quality education 
community colleges provide,” stated 
Crockett, “and I am dedicated to 
ensuring that future generations have 
the same opportunities.”
 David grew up in Matewan, west 
virginia, a small town with no stop 
lights and a significant place in 
history. For decades the Hatfields and 
McCoys feuded there in the 1800’s 
and, in 1920, striking coal miners 
stood up for their rights and fought 
the mine owners’ hired goons in the 
Battle of Matewan. David has kept 
the fighting spirit of his hometown 
with him.

Floral Park’s David Crockett Elected to 
Rancho Santiago Community College Board

 He is one of fourteen children and 
from early on he has been a hard 
worker who began paying taxes at the 
age of 13. while still in high school 
he began classes at Southern west 
virginia Community College.
 He graduated from west virginia 
university with a BA in English. Since 
graduating he has been committed to 
lifelong learning and teaching others. 
He was a teacher with Job Corp. in 
Harpers Ferry; led a school-to-work 
program and managed on-site courses 
for Peirce College.
 David has decades of experience 
as an advisor and manager providing 
affordable and quality healthcare 
primarily to Medicare and Medi-Cal 
recipients. His career took him and his 
family to Floral Park over 7 years ago 
where he has remained passionately 
committed and active.
 From the Million Man March to the 
woman’s March, from washington 
DC to Santa Ana, David is an activist 
for justice and we are proud to call 
him our neighbor and new Rancho 
Santiago Community College District 
Trustee.
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Loving Your Neighbor 
on Valentine’s Day
 valentine’s Day is widely known as 
a holiday dedicated to romantic love, 
on which love-stricken individuals 
give gifts, flowers, chocolate and cards 
to show affection to their crushes and 
significant others.
 However, love doesn’t always have 
to be about romance, and neither does 
valentine’s Day. An act of love can be 
as simple as a kind or generous gesture. 
you can express love to any person in 
your life.
 If you’re looking to spread some extra 
love this year, consider reaching out to 
your neighbors. Offering a gesture of 
appreciation is a great way to bring 
about a  smile, not only to others, but to 
yourself as well.
 Here are a few ideas of ways you can 
show your neighbors some love this 
valentine’s Day (and remember, your 
neighbors don’t have to live next door):

 If you can bake, make and deliver 
some delicious cookies, brownies or 
cupcakes to their door.
 Put a friendly note or letter in their 
mailbox to show your appreciation.
 If you’re handy around the house, 
see if they have any small home 
improvement projects you can do for 
them, like re-sanding something for 
them or coming over to fix a leak.
 If your neighbor is overwhelmed, 
offer to take some of the burden 
by running errands like picking up 
groceries or dry-cleaning.
 If you’re musical, bring your talents 
door to door. you can also travel to a 
local assisted living home or hospital – 
music is wonderful therapy.
 give someone a compliment or just 
express your appreciation and gratitude.
 Be a complimentary uber driver and 
offer a free ride or to pick someone’s 
kids up from school or daycare.
 Bring in your neighbor’s trash cans 
in off the street.
 give a call or shoot a text to someone 
you haven’t spoken with in a while.

 If you’ve read a great book or 
watched a good movie recently, pass 
it along to a neighbor who would 
appreciate it.
 Take the time to listen to someone – 
whether they are troubled or delighted 
about something in their life, people 
appreciate being sincerely heard and 
understood.
 If your neighbors have pets, buy a 
box of treats to bring around for them – 
or bake your own!
 give away flowers. you can even 
attach little cards with valentine’s Day 
greetings or compliments to them.
 Donate to their favorite charity or 
nonprofit organization.
 If you know a family who is struggling 
with a health issue or has recently had a 
new baby, bring them a dinner.
 The list could go on and on. There 
are countless ways to show your 
neighbors and everyone else in your 
life that they’re loved and appreciated, 
not just on valentine’s Day but every 
day of the year. So let’s go out and 
make someone’s day!

Diana Navarre, CFP
Financial Advisor

949-474-4242
• Estate Planning and Trust Services
• Customized Financial Planning and Legacy Succession
• Retirement and Pension Optimization
• 401k Rollovers
• Investment Analysis and Management
• Social Security Timing and Planning
• Life Insurance and Long Term Insurance and Services

Deploying capital effectively in the current climate requires innovation and efficiency. 
We strategize with our clients to understand their unique situation and implement a 
holistic financial plan that addresses retirement and income planning, tax efficient 
investing, with a wealth management strategy customized to fit their needs.
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On the corner of Paloma and 28th 
Streets stands the historic yMCA 
building. At first, its facade blends 
into the warm tones of Los Angeles, a 
square building with paint well-loved 
by the sun’s heat. However, upon 
closer inspection, passersby begin to 
notice the swirling details nested at 
the top of the building, and the wine-
red arch that cradles the doorway of 
the men’s entrance. wedged between 
Downtown LA, watts and South 
LA, the 28th Street yMCA acts as a 
crossroads, weaving together some 
of the threads of Los Angeles’ most 
vibrant communities. while to the 
untrained eye it might be just another 
fixture of LA’s historic architecture, 
the yMCA is a mark of the resilience 
of the local Black community, as well 
as a testament to the remarkable skill 
of architect Paul Revere williams.
  It’s easiest to describe williams as a 
trailblazer; looking upon some of the 
many structures he’s conceived  —
whether it be the Frank Sinatra’s dream 
home or the original sprawling design 
of LAX—it’s hard to imagine this 
“Architect to the Stars” as anything 
other than the sharply dressed man 
pictured in old magazines and history 
books. yet the man who would become 
the American Institute of Architects’ 
first Black member and recipient of 
the gold Medal had more than humble 
beginnings. 
 Born in 1894 against the backdrop of 
Jim Crow, william’s parents Chester 
Stanley and Lila wright williams 
would travel to Los Angeles prior to 
his birth to flee the American South’s 

harsh racial violence, as well as seek 
treatment for their tuberculosis. 
unfortunately, they would succumb 
to this illness, orphaning four year-
old williams and his older brother. 
He was taken in by Charles and Emily 
Clarkson, who would support his 
passion for the art of construction. 
williams, an orphaned Black man 
facing segregation’s sharp teeth, 
quickly grew to realize the importance 
of community.
  To best understand the sheer 
willpower it took to establish himself 
in a white-dominated field, we must 
understand the time in which williams 
was living. It is easy to water down 
segregation and, by extension, Jim 
Crow as separate water-fountains and 
dining cars, however, in the tight-
knit community of Downtown Los 
Angeles at the time, Black folks and 
their white counterparts existed in 
isolated spheres. As my Texas-born 

to draw upside down while sitting 
across from them in order to appease 
Hollywood’s elite, a trait that would 
quickly become a trademark of his 
career. He was known for his finely 
pressed suits and impeccable style, as 
well as an amicable demeanor that made 
him palatable to his white clientele--by 
donning a facade just as grand as his 
buildings, he became a well-respected 
figure within architectural history. 
  what further set williams apart from 
his contemporaries was his ability to 
listen to the client’s unspoken desires. 
within the design of the Sinatra home 
(which arguably put him in the national 
spotlight) he was able to manifest 
Sinatra’s love for both Old Hollywood 
and the fabled “exotic” modernity 
of Japanese-style architecture. His 
trademark spiral staircases, high 
ceilings, and manipulation of natural 
light through round, scattered windows 
can be seen in some of his most famous 

“A house by Paul Williams 
is the finest trademark one can find 

in the field of architecture.”
grandmother and former resident of 
watts would say: to be Black in LA 
was to organize your work, social and 
religious life around your community. 
A Black man would be unable to find 
work in the pristine, picket-fenced 
world of Beverly Hills and Pasadena. 
However, williams wasn’t one to 
turn from a challenge. By age twenty-
seven, he was a licensed architect and 
graduate of uSC, opening his own 
firm only a year later in defiance of 
the white teachers who told him he’d 
never find employment.
  Still, any employment was not easy. 
Just as he struggled to find respect 
from his white colleagues, his clients 
were often dismissive of his talents. 
williams, aware that many of his 
clients were less than comfortable 
sitting next to a Black man, learned 

work, such as the Beverly Hills Hotel.
 One of the most subtle yet gorgeous 
embodiments of williams’s signature 
style can be seen in the design of 
the historic Fluor House in Floral 
Park, Santa Ana. Among the Spanish 
Colonial and English Tudor Revival 
homes is a Hollywood Regency style 
estate home attributed to williams, 
its white facade glowing against the 
greenery of Santa Ana. The home was 
commissioned in the mid-1930s by 
John P. Scripps, founder of John P. 
Scripps Newspapers and grandson of 
publishing magnate E.w. Scripps. This 
hidden gem of Santa Ana perfectly 
harnesses william’s strengths as an 
architect and includes many of his 
trademark design elements: broken 
pediments, oval windows, spiraling 
staircase and signature banisher 
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design. It is important to note that Floral 
Park, like so many other neighborhoods 
in which he designed homes, was a 
restricted community in 1937 and for 
all of his hard work, williams would 
be unable to move into the magnificent 
homes he designed, regardless of budget. 
Today, as Santa Ana bustles with more 
diversity than ever, the historic Fluor 
House on Heliotope Drive is a testament 
to his vision for a brighter future. 
  yet his feet remained firmly planted 
within his community. williams 
would go on to design hallmarks of 
Black excellence—historically Black 
colleges such as Howard university 
and Fisk, as well as the First African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Los 
Angeles —and he was steadfast in his 
commitment to uplifting the Black 
communities across the nation. 
 One of his most impressive projects 
would be the first St. Jude’s Children 
Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee; 
designed without charge for his closest 
friend and Hollywood star Danny 
Thomas (known for the Happy Hour 
Club and Danny Thomas Show.) The 
hospital would act as williams’ love 
letter to children of all races from 
the South, providing the care that his 

parents were lacking in Memphis. The 
Architect to the Stars was able to sew 
another brilliant light into our galaxy, 
housing the Star of Hope within the 
walls of a hospital standing in his 
parent’s hometown. 
  As winter turns to spring and Black 
History Month rounds the corner, it is 
easy to forget about the foundations 
laid for us by those before who dared 
to challenge the status quo. Even more 
so, it is pertinent that we celebrate 
the works of figures like Paul Revere 
williams, whose work faces erasure 
as companies seek to demolish his 
carefully constructed monuments to 
Black artistry. Just as many looked to 
him for guidance in the past, young 
Black entrepreneurs and architects 
stepping into a predominantly white 
field continue to champion williams as 
a symbol of what could be. According 
to the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards, as of 2020, less 
than 1 in 5 new architects are people 
of color. 
 In an age of heightening racial 
tensions in which we are propelling 
towards progress, we cannot forget the 
importance of preserving the past. Paul 
R. williams’ work is so much more 

than a few houses. All I can think of 
while appreciating williams’ work is 
what it must have looked like to my 
grandmother, five years old in 1945 
and fresh from rural Texas, gazing up 
at an old yMCA with chipped paint 
and a red doorway. It was perhaps the 
first building designed by a Black man 
with an architectural degree she would 
have ever seen, but it would for sure 
not be the last--that is the legacy of 
Paul Revere williams.  
 To learn more, watch the PBS 
documentary “Hollywood’s Architect: 
The Paul R. williams Story,” via a link 
at FloralPark.com.history.
 Christina Miles is a 17-year-old 
performance poet and storyteller based 
in Orange County, California. Her 
work has been featured in Rust + Moth 
Magazine, Cold Mountain Review as 
well as the Los Angeles Press, and she 
has been nominated for Best New Poet 
and is a recipient of the Scholastic Gold 
Medal and Key awards for performance 
poetry. She reads for Hominum Journal 
and ShePersists.net, an online magazine 
dedicated to gender justice. She currently 
attends the Orange County School of the 
Arts where she studies creative writing, 
and will be attending Brown University 
in the fall. 

Photos clockwise: Drawing by Charles Henry Alston, Frank Sinatra reviews plans for his luxurious bachelor pad with Williams; Williams in front of 
his iconic Theme Building at LAX; the Beverly Hills Hotel tower featuring the hotel’s name in William’s signature handwriting.



architecture

Your Neighborhood Architect

Floral Park resident
Richard A. Weie A.I.A., NCARB

www.WEIEarchitecture.com
2011 N. Ross Street

Rel: 949-326-4353
Richard@WEIEarchitecture.com

Licensed in CA, AZ, NV & CO

Welcome to 2021!
One door closes, another opens.

DON’T WAIT FOR SPRING!
INVENTORY AND INTEREST RATES ARE LOW.

NOW IS THE TIME TO LIST.
CALL NICHOLE!

NIChOLE DOughTy
REALTOR ®,/ Lic# 01251403

714.272.4033
NicholeNDG@gmail.com
NicholeDoughtyGroup.com

40 years experience in residential architecture
Member of Floral Park Historic Committee

Attained Mills Act status for his own residence

Floral Park Resident
Competes for Miss USA
 Not from the sands of Newport 
Beach nor from the hills above Laguna 
Beach but from the tree-lined streets of 
Floral Park hails the queen of Orange 
County. In June 2020, 19-year-old 
Olivia Matas of Ross Street (daughter 
of Ryan and Amber Matas) was 
crowned uSOA Miss Orange County. 
On January 17, 2021, Olivia was 
the People’s Choice awardee while 
competing at the Miss California 
pageant. This honor has paved the way 
for Olivia to compete for Miss uSA in 
San Antonio, February 14-16.
 As a titleholder, Olivia not only 
represents the uSOA system, upholding 
its values of inspiring and empowering 
others, she also volunteers extensively 
in the community. This year, Olivia 
has volunteered at the Orange County 
Rescue Mission teaching children about 

expression through poetry and song 
to improve their self-confidence, has 
made and distributed meals to front line 
workers, first responders and veterans, 
and helped remodel and improve 
the campus for Pathways of Hope 
Transitional living centers. 
 The Pageant system allows Olivia to 
bring awareness to her platform of el-
der advocacy. Olivia has a special place 
in her heart to help the elderly because 

of a family experience of elder abuse. In 
a normal year Olivia would volunteer 
over 100 hours painting seniors’ nails, 
playing bingo, organizing wheelchair 
dances, and volunteering in assisted liv-
ing facilities. Due to the pandemic she 
has had to change her approach within 
the senior communities. She’s done that 
by organizing letter-writing campaigns 
and creating a pen pal program for se-
niors, as well as doing virtual interviews 
with leaders in elder advocacy and post-
ing them to help educate about different 
forms of elder abuse and how to prevent 
it. Most exciting, Olivia launched Aging 
Advocacy (www.agingadvocacy.org)—
a website that is a national database for 
senior resources, geared to help seniors 
and their caretakers get connected to 
life-improving services and education-
al links. Although it in its infancy, it’s 
already touching people and continues 
to grow. 
 we’re extremely proud of Olivia’s 
accomplishments. win (or lose), there 
is a Floral Park parade waiting for 
Olivia when she returns home.
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Floral Park

love stories
Don & Julie Payne

 In June 1950, I was stationed at a 
Navy air base in Seattle when North 
Korea invaded South Korea and, at 
20, immediately applied for sea duty. 
within a week, I met Joanne, who at 17, 
had recently finished high school and 
was working at her first full-time job 
as a clerk at a neighborhood pharmacy 
near the base. I straightaway asked her 
for a date and we went to the movies. 
After a couple of dates, on a romantic, 
moonlit, ferryboat ride across Puget 
Sound, I told her I was in love with her.
 About a week later, I was in the 
amphibious forces, assigned to a 
troopship in San Francisco being 
readied for combat. The day in August 
that the ship left under the golden gate 

 we all love a good love story. 
That’s why when romance magazine 
Love Story was launched in 1921, 
it changed the industry forever. By 
the time Floral Park was entering it’s 
second phase of development in the 
early 1930s, the magazine’s circulation 
hit 600,000, a record that would never 
be broken by any other pulp magazine.
 The modern romance novel began in 
the 1800s with Jane Austin. Today, we 
are still intrugued by such romances as 
Darcy & Elizabeth, Romeo & Juliette, 
gertrude & Alice, Frida & Diego, and 
now Daphne & the Duke of Hastings. 
But for true, classic romances, we really 
need look no further than our own 
neighborhood, as we present Floral 
Park Love Stories. 



with a full load of troops, I received 
a letter from Joanne saying that she 
loved me in return. I thought I was in 
heaven.
 The ship returned to San Francisco 
in October for more troops and I went 
to Seattle to propose to Joanne after 
earning a combat ribbon and 2 battle 
stars. By that time, she was 18 and I 
was 21. The conventional wisdom at 
the time was that the war would be 
over by Christmas. we agreed to be 
married on Christmas Eve.
 As is well known, that conventional 
wisdom was wrong and my ship took 
two loads of troops out of Hungnam 
in the largest amphibious evacuation 
ever, departing Hungnam the last time 
on Christmas Eve. we were married 
in the chapel on Treasure Island in 
San Francisco Harbor by the ship’s 
chaplain in mid-January. 
 Soon after celebrating our 50th 
anniversary, we moved to Ross Street, 
where two of our daughters, Julie and 
Kim, lived with their families. we 
installed a sundial in our backyard that 
said, “The Best is yet to Come!” After 
20 wonderful years there, we moved 

into a lovely cottage that Julie and gary 
had built in their back garden for us. For 
our 70th, I refurbished a garden sign 
that says, “Home is where my Honey 
Bee!” even though my hand isn’t as 
steady as it was when I first made it. 

Julie & Gary HumPHreys

 High School sweethearts/Love at first 
sight/Cupid’s arrow pierced my heart.  
All cliches, but there is nothing trite or 
commonplace about our love story (at 
least we don’t think so). 

 yes, we met in high school...
basketball player & song leader. 
Cupid’s arrow struck us both and the 
whirlwind romance began.
 we were married three years later, 
and the romance continued while 
working and going to college. Both of 
us started our careers and eventually 
moved into what was then part of the 
North west Santa Ana Neighborhood 
Association in 1987. Soon after, the 
Floral Park Neighborhood Association 
was formed and another “storybook” 
adventure began.
 After 18 years of marriage, we 
decided it was time to start a family in 
this wonderful neighborhood. Our two 
children loved growing up in Floral 
Park where they have made “forever” 
memories here.
 Last year, we celebrated the 50th year 
anniversary of our first date, and will 
celebrate our 48th wedding anniversary 
this year. we look forward to many 
more happy years here together.
 (Side note: We have numerous 
extended family members who have 
moved into Floral Park and have lived 
here for over 20 years.)



liza & Tom ProProfsky

 From a singing vampire slayer and 
a frisky French flirt, to a Beauty and 
a Beast, to a smuggling scoundrel and 
rebel princess – this is our journey of a 
love story!
 A not so long time ago (2005), in a 
galaxy not too far away (Fullerton), my 
husband Tom and I met at the first day 
of rehearsal for the show Dracula, The 
Musical at the now defunct vanguard 
Theatre in Fullerton. Tom played Dr. 
van Helsing the vampire slayer and I 
played his love interest Bubu Padoop, a 
French and frisky gal looking for love.  
 I had to sit on his lap a lot in the show, 
so we eventually started a showmance 
which blossomed into a romance well 
after the show closed. Other than 
theatre, we soon discovered we shared 
so many other passions such as a love 
of Star Wars, cosplaying, cats, Beauty 
and The Beast, Christmas caroling 
quartets, travel, culture, food, all things 
vintage, and a profound commitment 
to teaching—he as a high school social 
science/special education teacher and I 
as a communication studies professor.  
 with this perfect pairing of sorts, we 
still had our share of challenges. The 
best decision we ever made (even to this 
day) is to nurture our relationship in a 
healthy way was through counseling – 
sometimes as a couple and sometimes 
as individuals. 
 Flash forward to Christmas Eve 2014: 
Tom proposed and I said “No”... quickly 
followed by a resounding “yes.”
 we decided to plan a Star Wars-

themed wedding for January of 2016 
but then an irresistible opportunity to 
make things official fell into our geeky 
lap. A month after Tom proposed, in 
January of 2015, He found a notice in 
LA Casting for couples interested in 
getting married on a television show. 
My initial reaction was “No thanks!” 
because I didn’t want to be portrayed as 
a bridezilla or approach this serious life 
commitment in a flippant reality Tv 
style way. But then Tom explained they 
were looking for outgoing couples who 
like to cosplay and my interest piqued. 
 One month later on valentine’s Day 
of 2015, we found ourselves eloping 
along with 6 other couples on the Syfy 
channel’s 100th episode of Face-Off, 
a reality Tv show where professional 
special effects make-up artists compete 
for the title of season champion. The 
team who did our wedding make-up 
won the challenge (that’s a good omen 
for marriage—winning from the get 
go!) with a Beauty and the Beast theme.
 Six months later in August of 2015, 
we moved to our dream neighborhood 
and home here in Floral Park. The 
Force was with us because I mentioned 
to my dear realtor and now neighbor, 
Sandy DeAngelis, our plans for a 
Star wars-themed wedding. Sandy 
introduced us to her stepdaughter, the 
ever so talented, creative and generous 
Tracy Cogswell, who happened to 
be a hard-core fan of Star Wars too. 
Tracy became the brand manager 
of our wedding, taking our ideas 
and morphing them into an elevated 
version of our original concepts. 

 On January 8, 2016, a month after Star 
Wars Episode 7 - The Force Awakens 
premiered, we invited those close to us 
in The Force to attend our wedding (in 
costume), THE LOvE AwAKENS. I, 
Princess Liza, married my not so scruffy 
looking nerf herder Tom Solo. Not bad 
for a goofy, german accented, vampire 
slaying, feisty, French-accented femme 
fatale! 

evan & PeTer Jackson

 we met in Laguna Beach on the 
summer solstice in 2010, halfway 
between our parents’ homes in Costa 
Mesa and San Juan Capistrano. It was a 
blind date at Taco Loco on Pacific Coast 
Highway. Over a couple of Modelos 
and mushroom quesadillas, we realized 
it was love at first sight. 
 After a couple years of dating, we 
moved into our first apartment together 
in west Los Angeles and adopted our 
first born, Nebraska the cat. Pete got 
his first job out of college at Tesla that 
moved us to Amsterdam, Hong Kong, 
and Oakland. Somewhere along the way 
we adopted a second cat named grendel 
but our family still did not feel complete. 
 After getting married in the Big Sur 
forest in 2018 we embarked on the 
ultimate adventure of becoming parents 
by starting the adoption process. Fast 
forward to 2020, a doozy of a year. 
Pete got a job at Rivian in Southern 
California, so we up and left Oakland, 
moved into Floral Park, and adopted 
our son Ace Jackson. The Jackson 
family is absolutely loving life in Floral 
Park and living our happily ever after.
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Allene & Alan Nestlinger
 My husband Alan and I disagreed 
about how we met – not the time or 
place, but what to call it.
 Over the years if people asked, he 
would reply, “we met in a bar in South 
Coast Plaza. I was drinking a glass of 
pinot,” and I would counter with, “No, 
it was a café, and I was drinking iced 
tea.” Supporting my case, I’d explain, 
“At the time I was a store manager on 
my dinner break.”

 That day came three years after I’d 
moved back to Southern California 
following a decade in New york. 
The job that brought me home was 
a position as general manager of 
Rizzoli International Bookstore, a 
retail branch of the Italian art and 
architecture book publisher. Some 
may remember the store, with its lush, 
dark shelves where you browsed while 
European CDs (“what is that? I must 
buy it”) played in the background.
 I was on an early dinner break one 
afternoon in 1992 when I first noticed 
Alan. we couldn’t miss each other, 
the only two customers in the café. 
It was off-hours — too late for lunch 
but too early for the dinner crowd, and 
the tables sat empty. A single server 
tended to customers at the bistro-like 
marble counter. we sat a few feet apart 
on our respective long-legged stools.
 you can’t help but notice someone 
so close. I liked his rather professorial 
look, this tall, slim man who wore 
glasses and had a trim beard. Second, I 
thought, He must like books, because 

on his lap sat a bag from Rizzoli. I 
was curious about what he’d bought 
but not curious enough to ask, not yet.
 I also had a shopping bag, because 
at the beginning of my dinner break 
I’d hastily made a purchase. The 
server, who knew me as a regular, 
gave us an opening.
 “what did you buy at Macy’s?” she 
asked.
 “A coffee maker,” I said. “Mine 
died this morning.”
 From my left, down the counter, 
the stranger spoke. “Is it digital or 
analog?”
 “Digital or analog?” — a reminder 
that 1992 was still at the dawn of the 
internet era – “I’m not sure,” I replied, 
so I dug in my bag then held it up. It 
had a clock face.
 “Analog.” He said. “good choice. 
Likely to be fewer complications.”
 A man imparting facts. I liked it, 
and the conversation progressed from 
there. I asked what he’d purchased at 
the bookstore. A popular psychology 
book,” he said. 

Valentine’s Day Weekend
The PERFECT LOCATION FOR your

BENCHMARK IS A MODERN RESTAURANT WITH

A MARKET-DRIVEN, UPSCALE CASUAL MENU,

OFFERING LOCAL, FRESH AND SEASONAL FARE.@benchmark.restaurant
benchmarkoc.com
714.480.0225
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“I took too many psych classes in 
college, I suppose, though I ended up 
as a civil engineer.”
 we exchanged business cards, eyed 
our respective credentials.
 “Store manager?” he said. “I didn’t 
see you there.”
 “I spend a lot of time in the back 
office. So which book did you buy?”
 He pulled one out of the Rizzoli 
bag, a book about working through 
relationships. I wasn’t about to ask, but 
he explained, “I recently went through 
a break-up. I’m trying to get my head 
back together.”
 A few minutes of conversation 
followed, then I looked at my watch. 
“well, I have to rush off. I’m expected 
back at the store.”
 “Before you leave, may I ask…are 
you seeing someone?”
 “No, not currently.”
 “would you be interested in dinner, 
maybe next week?” I hesitated but 
he reassured me. “we could take two 
cars. gandhi is one of my favorite 
restaurants, and it’s near your store.”
 I had a business trip coming up, but 
afterward he and I had our first date at 
the Indian restaurant across from South 
Coast Plaza. After our second date 
he brought me to see his home in the 
beautiful setting of Floral Park, where 
he proudly showed me the modifications 
he had made and the additional trees he 
had planted. A few years later, one of 
the old originals would host a tree house 
in the front yard.
 But I am getting ahead of myself. I 
want to go back to that first date, where 
we talked about the past and present and 
our hopes for the future. This transpired 
in an invisible cloud of spices, of 
cumin and turmeric, coriander and 
cardamom, the setting as if a predictor 
of many years of travel and exploration 
ahead. And though gandhi became 
Royal Khyber, it remained the Indian 
restaurant where we would celebrate 
our wedding anniversary on February 
15 for a quarter of a century.
 I lost him in December. But I somehow 
know that, on the day after valentine’s 
Day, he will be with me in spirit.

Maria & Randy Hamilton
 I never believed in love at first sight, 
but on a September afternoon back in 
1986 Randy walked into our office and 
changed my views. I had just graduated 
high school and took on a new job 
to pay for my college education. I 
never thought I would meet my future 
husband at this strip mall on 1st and 
Harbor but when he walked in, my 
heart knew he was the one. 
 He was only visiting our store with 
the owner and I didn’t know if I would 
ever see him again. I went home that 
night and broke up with my boyfriend 
of 4 years. I knew that if I could feel 
this way about a complete stranger, the 
guy I was with could not be the one. 
 Six weeks went by before I got 
the news that my manager was fired 
and my new boss would be starting. 
Imagine my surprise when Randy 
walked in! My heart beat so fast as 
I watched him walk in. He was so 
handsome, there was no way he was 
single. Either way, he was my new boss 
and so different than anyone I had ever 
met. He was a surfer from Huntington 
Beach and I was Mexican girl from a 
tough neighborhood in Santa Ana, what 
could we possibly have in common?
 The weeks passed and gradually 
we began to get to know each other. 
I noticed he kept scheduling me at 
the same time he worked. we talked, 
laughed and I realized we had more 
in common than I initially realized. 
we had the same beliefs, dreams and 
ambitions. He did however have a lot 
of girls calling all the time. we began 

flirting but I refused to be another one 
of his many girlfriends. I quickly set 
up boundaries so he backed off and 
kept dating other girls.
 Our company holiday party was the 
turning point. He was there with one 
of his gorgeous girlfriends and his 
roommate. when his roommate told 
him I was really cute and he was going 
to ask me to dance, Randy turned and 
told him, “she is going to be my wife.” 
 we began dating on January 1, 
1987. we kept it a secret because our 
company had a no dating policy. Soon, 
he said he knew I was the one. we 
started planning our future together. 
He moved back home to save money 
for our first house and wedding. I was 
overjoyed, not only had I met the man 
of my dreams, he wanted to marry me. 
I decided to share the great news 
in my psychology class at school. 
I will never forget my professor’s 
response, “I give you 6 months, you 
are from different social economic 
backgrounds and cultures, you will 
never make it.” I was devastated, this 
professor who I thought knew it all 
forecasting our failure. 
 He wasn’t the first nor was he the 
last to question our union. There have 
been many people along the way who 
have given us looks, said cruel things, 
tried to tackle me when I was pregnant, 
made fun of my accent, stared as we 
walked into fancy restaurants or did 
what they could to make sure I knew 
I was only tolerated because of him. 
But despite all the haters, we have 
persevered and made a wonderful life 
together. Our love is greater than their 
prejudice and hate.
 we wed on September 23, 1989 
and started our new life together. 
we have since raised three children 
and owned many homes. we have 
surrounded ourselves with people who 
share our values in judging people by 
their character and actions and not by 
the color of their skin. Over the past 
32 years of marriage, we have built 
a beautiful family and have grown to 
love each other more than ever. He is 
the love of my life and I am grateful 
every day I get to wake up next to him. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
SHOUTOUT

 Whenever you want to recognize a 
neighbor for any occasion, whether it be 
a birthday, anniversary or even an act 
of kindness, give them a shoutout in the 
Floral Park Gazette.

• Shout out to our nonprofit neighbor 
on Broadway, Concern America (run 
by Cat & John Quinn-Straw of west 
Floral Park) for all the good they do in 
the world and for their awesome fair 
trade craft sales! 
• Congratulations to Tammy &  Rich 
Heider who celebrated their 17th wed-
ding anniversary on January 3 and their 
8th year in Floral Park on January 5.
• Happy birthday to my partner in 
life and forever valentine, Randy 
Hamilton. Eternally grateful for the 
day you were born. — Maria
• Shout out to Robert & Michelle 
Donahue who loaned us their corn 
hole set... a game that can be played 
outdoors and socially distanced!  
—Stacey Clinesmith
• Thank you Chris Switzer for 
keeping beautification rolling with 
planning neighborhood garden days, 
encouraging all to join in and ALL the 
behind the scenes work that no one 
knows about. —N
• To John and Esther Roehl for being 
great neighbors and always making sure 
our son has a safe and happy place to 
connect during these crazy times. —LS

• Thank you to Maria Hamilton who 
has been so caring with helping me or-
ganize events for the care & compassion 
committee. Also, a very happy valen-
tine’s Day to my sweet husband Kyle, 
truly no words to express how lucky I 
am! Love you . —Rachel B.
• Thank you to my Floral Park 
Book Club friends! I appreciate your 
friendship and thoughtful insight as we 
zoom through our meetings.—Rochelle
• Thanks to all the walkers, dog walkers 
and runners who all wave as we are out 
getting our exercise. Friendly Floral 
Park! — Brian
• To medical staff, first responders, 
teachers, and essential workers, all 
American heros who bravely serve our 
community each day, thank you! your 
remarkable courage and strength give us 
the hope needed to make it through this 
difficult time.  — ML & JB
• To Toni and Dick Kimball, always 
willing to help their neighbors. —
Cheryl Conradson
• I am so touched by the loving 
interactions between my neighbors 
near North Park and Bonnie Brae. 
The exchange of thoughtful Christmas 
gifts truly did make the season merry 
and bright! —Tammie Harakas
• A little tribute to Ernest to say thank 
you for th past 33 years of our adventure. 
Happy valentine’s Day, love. —Lorraine

Welcome New Floral 
Park Neighbors
—Tammy Heider and Kevin Shuler

 Real Estate in Floral Park was mov-
in’ and shakin’ in 2020! There was an 
upswing of homes sold as the welcome 
wagon greeted thirty new homeown-
ers from July to December adding two 
new homeowners in January, 2021. 
 Despite the COvID-19 restrictions 
and cancellation of the neighborhood 
mixers this past year, the membership 
team was able to personally meet and 
welcome nearly all new homeowners 
and residents. (There were a few that 
are remodeling and have not yet moved 
in to their homes.) Each received a 
welcome basket with two wine glasses 
hand-painted with the Floral Park logo, 
a bottle of wine, a seasonal gift, a copy 
of the latest Floral Park Neighborhood 
gazette and brochures of local events 
and DTSA restaurants.
 Many of the new residents have been 
greeted and welcomed by their neigh-
bors and passers-by while out on a walk 
or riding a bike through the ‘hood. It 
shows the spirit of kindness and gener-
osity that Floral Park is known for. So 
if you see any of the new homeowners 
listed, please stop and introduce yourself 
(while safely distancing, of course.) I’m 
sure they will appreciate the hospitality.

Trevor Linn and Kelly Craddick
Heliotrope Drive

Christopher Kane
Heliotrope Drive

Matthew & Cassandra Sagehorn
Heliotrope Drive

Benjain Ramirez & 
Ellen Valdez-Ramirez

Benton Way
Jason & Jennifer Franks

Riverside Drive
Wellington Flower

Greenleaf Street
Ralph Dao & Harrison Ta

Bonnie Brae Street
Jeff & Megan Palmer

Flower Street
Corey Van Houten

North Park Boulevard
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Coffee Roasting:
Living a Caffeinated Life

The 
Eccentric’s Corner 

by Mark Rothenberg

 Just prior to the Battle of gettysburg, 
Lt. Colonel Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain addressed a detachment of 
troops from Maine who refused to fight 
given a dispute over their enlistment 
contracts. Colonel Chamberlain sought 
to “break the ice” with the elected 
spokesperson for the dejected troops by 

offering him a cup of coffee. Following 
this kindly gesture and an eloquent 
speech, the troops decided to fight, thus 
ensuring victory at a place known as 
Little Round Top. 
 In 1866, a lone calvary soldier 
was dispatched to the Plains of 
North Dakota to provide supplies to 

a beleaguered military encampment. 
He discovered that the encampment 
had been abandoned but elected to 
remain at his post. ultimately, Lt. 
John Dunbar decided to serve as an 
emissary to the local band of Sioux 
and won their trust by, among other 
things, an offer of coffee. 



The 
Eccentric’s Corner 

by Mark Rothenberg
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Coffee is the common man’s 
gold, and like gold, it brings to 
every person the feeling of 
luxury and nobility.”

—Sheik-Abd-Al-kAdir

 In 1983, the unthinkable happened on 
a flight from Los Angeles to Chicago. 
Both the pilot, copilot, and flight 
engineer were incapacitated with food 
poisoning. Blessedly, an Air Force 
veteran was on that flight who had long 
sought redemption following the loss of 
his flight squadron during the Battle of 
Macho grande. The passengers were 
dutifully informed of the Herculean 
efforts being undertaken to land the 
stricken craft by flight attendant Elaine 
Dickenson. The passengers remained 
calm until a sole skeptical passenger 
pressed Ms. Dickenson as to whether 
she had told the passengers everything. 
The skeptic was convinced that Ms. 
Dickenson was holding something 
back—and she was. Ms. Dickenson 
mournfully responded, “we are also out 
of coffee.” Pandemonium ensued. 
 what do all of these events have in 
common (beyond a recognition that the 
author spends too much time watching 
movies)? Coffee. One of the good Lord’s 
gifts to mankind and what I respectfully 
submit is the lubricant of our day-to-day 
existence. Much like my grandfather, 
I was a Dunkin’ Donuts coffee guy. 
I thought coffee was supposed to be 
enjoyed hot and incredibly bitter or 
drowned in cream and overloaded with 
Sweet N’ Low. And then I attended a 
Night at the Roastery hosted by Martin 
Diedrich, former owner of Diedrich 
Coffee and now owner of Kean Coffee. 
 Mr. Diedrich is a captivating story-
teller and looks like he walked right 
out of central casting in a science 
fiction-fantasy movie featuring knights, 
dragons, and sorcerers. The talk 
included a coffee tasting where a select 
number of coffees from all over the 
world were poured into small cups with 
guests sipping coffee using spoons. The 
ensuing discussion resembled the kinds 
of lofty conversations wine aficionados 
have while discussing whether to 
summer in Palm Beach or the Hamptons. 
 Discussions and debates regarding 
the taste of various fruits, caramel, 
chocolate, earthiness, the level of 
acidity, front taste and back taste 
ensued. This discussion “paired well” 
with a candid conversation of how 

coffee is roasted. One factoid offered 
by Mr. Diedrich was that dark roasts 
were historically prepared in certain 
regions because those areas lacked 
access to quality coffee beans. A dark 
roast (such as a French or vienna roast) 
would therefore mask poor flavor, 
impurities, or inconsistencies in the 
beans themselves. In sharp contrast, 
lighter or medium roasts take advantage 
of the flavor profiles of individual 
coffees or blends. we also learned that 
different beans roast at different speeds 
and temperatures in large measure due 
to the elevation the beans are grown at 
and the hardiness and moisture content 
of the bean. It was also pointed out that 
coffee beans are taken from a form of 
cherry that grows on the coffee plant. 
The beans themselves are the seed or pit 
taken from the cherry and the method 
by which the fruit is removed impacts 

and ground one or more years ago. I 
suppose that makes sense as one could 
not reasonably expect Marshalls or 
Bed Bath and Beyond to have a well-
established food distribution chain with 
a focus on fresh foods. 
 Following a Night at the Roastery, I 
became hooked on the idea of roasting 
my own coffee from coffee beans I had 
selected for their unique flavor profile. 
I therefore began looking for classes 
on roasting and watching a good deal 
of coffee roasting porn on youTube. 
Thankfully, I discovered Bodhi Coffee 
Leaf in Anaheim which sells green 
coffee beans to amateur roasters. Bodhi 
Coffee similarly offers tasting classes but 
adds to that a thorough demonstration 
of roasting utilizing roasting equipment 
that is easily attainable by the average 
consumer. Bodhi also sells many of 
these contraptions at its Anaheim store. 

the overall taste of the coffee. 
 Mr. Diedrich’s lecture prompted a 
series of questions about coffee brands 
at the grocery store. Our host informally 
offered that coffee purchased at the 
grocery store may be anywhere between 
three months to a year old. Consider for 
example several seemingly high end 
Italian branded coffees that are roasted 
in Italy yet appear for sale at a Ralphs 
in Santa Ana. The price point for these 
brands indicates that the coffee is not 
shipped overnight from Turin Italy 
to Santa Ana and it is far more likely 
that this coffee spent a good deal of 
time being exported. Prepared shots of 
coffee in pods that are found in both 
grocery, home-goods, and other retail 
establishments may have been roasted 

 As I learned from my post-graduate 
coursework at Bodhi, there are a number 
of options available to the burgeoning 
home roaster. Many folks start by 
using popcorn poppers. The obvious 
problem with using a popcorn popper 
is that they are not designed with coffee 
roasting in mind. Personally, I find the 
heat and resulting roast to be somewhat 
inconsistent. In other words, some of 
the beans may be dark or burnt where 
others would be light. 
 Although there are now numerous 
small coffee roasting machines or 
gadgets on the market to choose from, 
the “go-to” roasting machines for most 
homeowners are the Behmor or gene 
Café. These machines are commonly 
referred to as “drum roasters.” Coffee 



22

beans are placed in a small drum. 
The machine rotates the drum while 
applying a steady supply of heat. The 
drum rotation ensures that heat is 
applied evenly and mitigates the risk 
of some beans burning while others 
fail to roast. Other roasters prefer “air 
bed” roasters where a hot stream of air 
is introduced into the chamber and the 
coffee beans float on the hot air. 
 Both Behmore and gene Café make 
small drum roasters that are roughly 
the size of a toaster and capable of 
making between ½ to 3/4 pound 
of freshly roasted coffee per roast. 
The machines also give the amateur 
roaster considerable flexibility to apply 
different levels of heat and roast time 
depending on the bean. These machines 
make coffee roasting an exciting and 
near fool-proof experience and there is 
a dedicated online forum for users in 
both camps. 
 The coffee roasting itself is a lot 
of fun to watch. In essence, a roaster 
monitors the coffee by both sight and 
sound. In large commercial roasters 
and some small ones, the coffee roaster 
will often use computer programs and 
internal sensors to help monitor the 
roast. However, when roasting small 
batches for personal use or even for 
roasting 20-40 pounds to give or sell to 
friends, I find that sight and sound are 
perfectly adequate. 
 when the roaster begins the roast, 
the coffee bean will begin to swell 
as moisture inside the bean begins to 
heat up. The bean will also expand 
and change colors from its beginning 
shade (usually a light green) to an 
amber, then various shades of brown 
and finally black. Roasters eagerly 
listen for what is known as “first 
crack” which is a mini-explosion 
of steam from inside the bean. This 
sounds like the popping noise made 
when milk absorbs into Rice Krispies. 
First crack typically happens when 
the coffee bean has roughly reached 
the point of a light roast. Following 
first crack and depending on the level 
of heat being applied and hardness of 
the bean, caramelization will continue 
and the colors will continue to change 
until what is known as “second crack.” 
Essentially, oils inside the bean have 
now been cooked out of the bean and 
the bean itself will now begin burning. 
generally, coffee that has been roasted 

to or beyond the second crack are 
darker roasts. This is the point where 
judgmental millennials with discs in 
their ears, a leather smock, and/or a 
nose ring will frown if they see you 
drinking this kind of coffee. 
 Once the coffee has finished the 
roasting process, it must have some 
time with exposure to the air to cool 
down. Typically, coffee roasting 
machines have a cool down cycle 
whereby the drum will continue to 
rotate for a set period while venting out 
the hot air and the beans will continue 
to cook for another several minutes as 
the absorbed heat dissipates.
 For those considering coffee 
roasting, it is important to note that 
coffee roasting should be done in 
a well-ventilated area. Despite the 
advertising, roasting coffee inside the 
house can be problematic for a number 
of reasons. First, coffee roasting does 
not produce the smell of fresh coffee 
one gets when they open a sealed 
coffee bag. The smell from coffee 
roasting tends to resemble wet grass 
and a sweet albeit burnt popcorn. The 
wonderful fragrance of freshly roasted 
coffee comes as the coffee cools and 
gradually de-gasses and aerates over 
the next 24-72 hours. I therefore suggest 
that anyone operating one of these 
machines does so in accordance with 
the instructions and in a well-ventilated 
place. Depending on the coffee bean 
used, roasting will also create a good 
deal of chaff. Although contained in 

the coffee drum, the chaff can create 
a bit of a mess when the coffee is 
removed. I began by roasting coffee 
on a Behmor in our outdoor laundry 
room with the door open. Even then, 
my wife complained bitterly about the 
burnt smell, chaff on the ground---
and that I had foolishly gotten into yet 
another ridiculous hobby. 
 After the coffee has been roasted, 
its “freshness” or more to the point, 
tastiness will begin to improve and 
then gradually decline over the 
ensuing weeks. I have personally 
found that the coffee has the best and 
brightest taste (depending on the type 
of bean and roast) between day 2 and 
day 10. However, coffee can easily 
be stored in air-tight containers. 
Alternatively, I bag my coffee using 
vented Kraft coffee bags. The vents 
allow the coffee to continue to off-
gas but do not let air in. A number of 
people believe that freezing coffee 
will preserve it. In my experience, 
freezing coffee adversely impacts 
the taste. Moreover, coffee loses 
freshness rapidly after it is ground. 
 A final point. Many of us have at one 
point or another had the experience of 
trying a hobby, meeting the master 
of the field, and then throwing up 
our hands and saying “why bother?” 
It’s kind of like starting a saltwater 
aquarium and then going to an actual 
aquarium. Alternatively, for those 
of us who refuse to give up, we are 
blessed to have a number of “Miracle 
Max” like wizards in the area who 
make truly outstanding coffee and 
are equally eager to chat about their 
particular methods or approach and 
against whom we can benchmark our 
progress. As a coffee snob, I heartily 
endorse the following: Kean Coffee, 
Bodhi Coffee Leaf, Huskin’s Coffee, 
Hopper & Burr, Coffee Muse, and 
Portal Coffee Roasters, Lion and 
Lamb. There are, of course, many 
others and I welcome the readers to 
share their views of what makes a 
great coffee house. 
 In my next column, I will walk 
through my views on each and make 
suggestions about gadgets and gizmos. 
My reviews will carefully weigh the 
pros and cons, including the spousal 
acceptance factor, and remain mindful 
of the mission of the roaster---to drink 
better coffee!Photos top to bottom: Gene Café and Behmore coffee roasters.
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Patronage Update
by Membership Directors Kevin Shuler and 
Tammy Heider

 A huge “Thank you” goes out to all 
our neighbors who have so generously 
donated to the general fund in 2020. 
As you know, Floral Park is not an 
HOA so we rely on donations from our 
neighbors to continue supporting all 
the wonderful services our association 
provides. Any donation, big or small, is 
appreciated beyond words. 
 when we choose to get involved 
and contribute to our own communi-
ty, we not only impact our neighbors 
by helping enrich and strengthen our 
neighborhood, but we also receive the 
additional benefit of making the place 
we call home even more enjoyable for 
ourselves as well. 
 As we enter 2021, we ask you to 
consider making a donation so we can 
continue to build upon our wonderful 
sense of community. 
 “where does my donation go?” you 

ask? well, here are just a few exam-
ples of what your contribution funds:
• Beautification (tree replacement, 
landscaping the planters at the en-
trances and exits of the neighborhood, 
maintaining Sarah Mae Downie Park, 
painting street signs and lamp posts) 
• Scholarships to Santa Ana deserving 
students for continued growth.
• Donations to local Santa Ana chari-
table organizations.
• The annual Home & garden Tour 
which drives recognition and interest 
in our neighborhood.
• Continued work towards making 
Floral Park a national historic district, 
which will enhance all of our property 
values and visibility on a national level.
• Community mixers, social events, 
walk of Lights and other endeavors 
that help connect us to one another.
• Communication of local news and 
information through the website, news-
letter and electronic media.
 Last year, we had 66 of our neighbors 
(out of the 650 homes in Floral Park) 
become patrons by donating to the 

Floral Park Neighborhood Association. 
The FPNA is a 501(c)3 non-profit orga-
nization which makes your donations 
tax-deductible. we rely on the generos-
ity of the residents and homeowners to 
fund these programs that make a differ-
ence in our community.
 The best way to donate is to set up a 
recurring gift at FloralPark.com/giving. 
with this option, you never need to re-
member when it is time to renew.
 you can also set up a one-time annual 
donation using the same link, but please 
consider making a recurring donation. 
(Just think of it as another monthly fee 
where you don’t even notice in your 
bank account!)
 Thirdly, you can send a check to 
FPNA, P.O. Box 11366, Santa Ana, CA 
92711-1366, noting Membership Dona-
tion on the check. 
 Once again, we appreciate all prior 
and current residents who have gener-
ously contributed to making Floral Park 
a such wonderful place in which to live. 
Together we will continue to make this 
neighborhood even more special. 



FPNA Now Responsible for Plantings 
At All Neighborhood Entrances & Exits
by Chris Switzer and David Buster

 If you enjoy the beauty of Floral 
Park’s park and planters, we’ve got a 
job for you!
 For the past six years, the main en-
trances and exits to Floral Park were 
being planted by the City. volunteers 
from the beautification committee 
weeded, trimmed and fertilized. 
 unknown to the current commit-
tee, the free plants from the City were 
a “gift” and not approved by the City 
and because there are 50 entrances and 
exits in the Santa Ana, they aren’t in a 
position to be responsible for planting 
any of them. 
 we are thankful for the past plant-
ings, but now we face this challenge: 
we need to plant our own entrance and 
exit planters (three on Flower Street, 
three on 19th Street and two on Santa 
Clara Street) and pay for it ourselves. 

while the committee is full of won-
derful volunteers who have put a lot 
of care into Sarah Mae Downie Park, 
our arsenal isn’t quite big enough to 
cover this additional output.
 This is where you come in. Not 
only do we need manpower to keep 
our neighborhood looking its best, but 
now we have the additional expense 
of paying for the plants twice yearly. 
 Funds from Floral Park patrons 
go towards scholarships, charitable 
gifts, preservation and social events, 
and now we need to extend these 
funds to cover landscaping. would 
you help us? 
 There are two ways to get involved: 
(1) become a Floral Park patron by 
contributing financially at FloralPark.
com/giving and (2) join our committee 
as a volunteer to help design and plant 

our exits and entrances by signing up at 
beautification@FloralPark.com. 
 My heart is always happy when I 
come and go through our beautiful 
neighborhood and see a colorful ex-
panse of flowers. If you feel the same 
way, please help us keep our flowers 
blooming. 
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Walk of Lights
Right when we needed a little holiday cheer, residents of Floral 
Park came through with a brilliant light display that shone 
brightly throughout the neighborhood. Stollers were evident 
on every street taking in the lights and colorful displays as 
carolers rode in a golf cart singing songs of the season. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in making the season bright!
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the

Floral Park
Garden

by Ashley Irene

Five Tips for a Successful Culinary Garden

 SELEcT THE BEST LOcATION FOR YOUR KITcHEN 
GARDEN. Choosing a location is often the most intimidating 
step of the garden design process. But it doesn’t have to be! 
 There are endless possibilities to creating a kitchen garden, 
no matter where you are. whether you only have a balcony 
or hundreds of square feet to dedicate to a full-scale garden, 
growing your own food can be a reality.
 Things to consider when selecting a garden location is: 
sunlight, water access, ground conditions, and distance from 
your kitchen.
 cHOOSE YOUR GARDEN DESIGN STYLE. The modern 
potager incorporates raised beds and container gardening 
into your existing outdoor landscape. Small or large, there 
are many beautiful and creative ways to design an attractive 
kitchen garden.
 Raised beds and containers impart many benefits for 
starting a kitchen garden quickly and efficiently. Raised 
beds and containers provide more control over the growing 
environment (i.e. soil!), plant selection, and make the most of 
the space available.
 whether you prefer wood, stone, or rustic, there is a raised 
bed plan that can be created to suit your design esthetic, home 
architecture, and budget.
 DREAM ABOUT YOUR FAVORITE FOODS.  I always ask 
clients to brainstorm what they most want to grow in their 
gardens and use that wish list as a starting point for where we 
end up. Some plant varieties may not be well-suited for the 
climate, while others won’t likely be eaten.
 with this wish list in mind, you can start properly planning 
and selecting the best varieties for your garden. That list helps 
eliminate decision fatigue when we’re feeling overwhelmed 
browsing seed catalogs or shopping at a local nursery. 
 Knowing what you want to grow helps determine the 
planting plot. Having a plan in place provides an opportunity 
to incorporate companion planting methods, schedule when to 
start seeds indoors and when to transplant seedlings, and most 
importantly, when to harvest!
 UNDERSTAND YOUR GROWING cLIMATE. It’s important 
to know your climate and understand what grows best during 
your seasons, wherever you live. 

 Some essential garden facts to keep in mind are: your 
growing zone, the first and last frost dates in your zone, and 
the number of days in your growing season. write these 
dates in a garden journal - they will be a handy reference for 
you whenever you’re researching plants or head to the local 
garden center.
 with your growing season in mind, you can start adding 
or removing plant varieties from your wish list. If you have 
a short growing season, plants that have extra long harvest 
times may not be the best choice. Stick with options that are 
ready to harvest in 30-90 days.
 GROW WITH THE BEST SOIL YOU cAN. Plain and simple: 
successful gardens need the best soil - and that often doesn’t 
come straight out of a bag at the local big box store. 
you’ll want to look for organic materials that can be mixed to 
create a quality soil blend for your beds or containers. These 
organic materials might include aged manure, compost, old 
potting mix, worm castings, or masonry sand.
 There are quality blends available, but they can often be quite 
expensive when purchased by the bag. Depending upon your 
space, these materials can be sourced from local nurseries and 
delivered to your house for mixing as you fill your beds.
 Starting a modern potager - or culinary garden - doesn’t have 
to be overwhelming. with a little planning and forethought, a 
kitchen garden is easily within reach and provides so much more 
for us than a production space, but rather a place of personal 
growth and happiness.



Care & Compassion
To Hold Blood Drive
—Rachel Borack Moloo

 Happy New year! Firstly, thank you 
to everyone who participated in the 
food & clothing drive in the month of 
November which benefited the mem-
bers of South west Community Center. 
Also, a special thank you to Shawna 
Olsen for helping organize and facili-
tate the drive. 
 During the month of December, we 
hosted a toy & food drive to benefit 
the Boys & girls Club of Santa Ana. 
David Blair from the Boys & girls 
Club said, “we were so impressed and 
overjoyed with the amount of dona-
tions received for the kids and their 
families.” To see our community come 
together during these difficult times 
has truly been refreshing & humbling. 
 The overall purpose of the care & 
compassion committee is to give back 
to our community, to the less fortu-

nate, to share our blessings with one 
another, and to be there for our neigh-
bors in a time of need. I attribute this 
mindset to my grandparents george 
& Mary Hanna, and my parents, 
David & Joan Borack, who always 
taught me to treat others how you’d 
want to be treated and to love your 
neighbor. Our goal is to organize one 
volunteer opportunity per month in 
order to give back to our community 
and the City of Santa Ana. 
 For the month of February, we will be 
partnering with the Red Cross and The 

Boys & girls Club of Santa Ana to host 
a Floral Park blood drive, in accordance 
with CDC guidelines. The blood drive 
will take place on Friday, February 26 at 
the Boys & girls Club at 950 w High-
land Street. watch your email, Facebook 
and FloralPark.com/news for further in-
formation on how to participate.
 The care & compassion committee 
will also be implementing the Acts of 
Kindness initiative, which was founded 
by Tom Tait, former Mayor of Ana-
heim. The purpose of the Acts of Kind-
ness initiative is to get to know your 
neighbors, new and old, through acts of 
kindness, charity, and compassion. My 
hope is over the next few months, we 
continue to rally together as a commu-
nity, get to know one another through 
small acts of kindness, and continue to 
share our blessings with one another. 
 If you’d like to join the Care & 
Compassion Committee, or would like 
more information, please email Care@
FloralPark.com.

FLORAL PARK  
RED CROSS 
BLOOD 
DRIVE

Friday,
February 26

Volunteer at Care@
FloralPark.com

VINTAGE WISE

Specializing in historic, architecturally 
significant and vintage homes.

Not intended to solicit a listed property. If your property is currently for sale 
with a broker, please disregard. All rights reserved. eXp Realty fully supports 
the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. All 
information deemed reliable but not guaranteed by broker or agent. DRE NO: 01973337

(714) 584-7651
Shawna@VintageWiseHomes.com

VintageWiseHomes.com
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ON THE TOWN
by Ed Trotter

Hollywood Regency
Estate Property in Floral Park

Built in 1936 by E.A. Kaiser at 1915 N. Flower Street, this 
stunning estate property exudes charm and elegance, 
while enjoying the modern touches perfect for a casual 
indoor/outdoor lifestyle with 3 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 
backyard veranda & pool. Call for a private showing.

Judi garby • 949-500-0351
www.LoveOCRealEstate.com

In Beautiful, Historic
Floral Park

DRE #01872370
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 One of the best things about living 
in such a diverse place as Southern 
California is the amazing range of 
culinary options. Sometimes you must 
travel a bit to find some. And, sometimes 
those options come to you.
 In that regard, we have no better 
example than El Cortijo grill at the 
corner of 17th and Jefferson on the 
southern border of Floral Park. But, a 
little background first.
 El Cortijo denotes a type of tradi-
tional house in the countryside, essen-
tially a farmhouse found in the south-
ern half of Spain.
 The cuisine of the restaurant is 
Peruvian and that means it arose in a 

nation of many cultures ranging from 
indigenous, European, and Asian. As 
Peru faces to the west, I suppose the 
Asian influence isn’t surprising. In fact, 
a former president, Albert Fujimori, 
is the son of Japanese immigrants. 
Another former president, Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski godard, is the son of a 
german-Jewish father and French-Swiss 
mother. That’s more than you may want 
to know but it does set the stage to see 
that Peru is very multi-cultural. But, so 
is much of South America.
 So, how did El Cortija end up in our 
neighborhood? The proprietor, Blanca 
yepez, immigrated to Orange County 
at age 26 bringing her four-year-old son 
with her landing in Floral Park because 
a relative lives on greenleaf. Sadly, her 
son passed away last year at age 25. But 
Blanca carried on. She relied on her 
experience in the hospitality industry in 
Peru. She began to work in restaurants 
until she saved up enough to take over 
a Mexican restaurant in Floral Park in 
2017. Over time, she transitioned from 
Mexican offerings to what is now a 

total Peruvian menu. 
 I always admire those who work hard 
to make their way in life. Not only does 
she operate El Cortijo but she owns 
another restaurant and is a real estate 
agent. So, she knows something about 
rising to a challenge, the latest being, 
of course, the very difficult constraints 
on the restaurant business. But she has 
plans. Oh, boy, does she have plans.
 At present, the space next to her is 
vacant and she has drawn up plans 
to expand if the owner decides not to 
completely rebuild the strip mall in which 
it is located. Time will tell on that front. 
But, in one way or another, I suspect 
she will find a way to make something 
happen there.
 Now, about Peruvian food, let me 
steal from “Essential Peru: 10 Must-
Eat Dishes to Seek Out” by Kevin Cox 
(https://www.seriouseats.com/2015/06/
essential-peruvian-cuisine.html):
 when most of us think of Peru, we 
think of the ancient ruins and high 
mountain vistas. Those thoughts may 
be accompanied by a distant pan flute 



Serving Floral Park 
families since 1963.
At Saddleback Chapel, our goal is to 
treat each family with personal care 

and service to meet and exceed 
their every need.

Traditional Burial • Cremation 
• Pre-Arrangements

 
SaddlebackChapel.com

Phone: 714-544-1450
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whistling over the Andes, and if we’ve 
been primed on the food, the conversation 
usually starts with the country’s mind 
boggling variety of potatoes.
 But culinarily speaking, Peru is the 
Hope Diamond of Latin America, 
home to dishes and flavors you won’t 
find anywhere else. . . .  Few places on 
earth offer such a variety of indigenous 
ingredients, let alone a jumble of flavors 
and techniques from Europe, Africa, 
and East Asia. Rather than remain 
culturally segregated, these foreign 
additions have blended seamlessly 
with ancient Peruvian cuisine into 
something utterly unique.
 So, with that in mind, we recently en-
joyed choices the on-line menu at www.
elcortijogrill.com. In doing some re-
search and talking with Blanca, I came 
to learn that the menu offerings are a 
very good sampling of Peruvian cuisine. 
 Ceviche is a staple in Peru and El 
Cortijo provides a choice among three. 
I had the ceviche mixto with seabass, 
shrimp, octopus, squid, leche de tigre 
(not really tiger’s milk but rather a spicy 

concoction of lime juice, peppers, and 
other ingredients), Peruvian toasted 
corn, and sweet potato yam. I loved 
the crunchiness of the corn juxtaposed 
against the mild heat of the tiger’s 
milk. It’s a great warm weather dish, 
I’m sure, but as you know it’s been 
quite chilly of late. Nevertheless, it was 
a great, soulful respite. 

comes with a selection of two from rice, 
salad, French fries, and beans. Sandy 
particularly enjoyed the beans, which 
are a white version. I have to admit they 
were quite delicious.
 Now, here’s the rub, folks. we need 
to support our local enterprises as best 
we can. Blanca and her crew of five are 
making a strong effort to feed us with 
something different. The landlord, 
Toby Silver, who grew up on victoria 
Drive but who now lives in Napa, 
wants to support the neighborhood as 
well. But, he says that he would like an 
indication that the neighborhood will 
support Blanca and her work. He really 
is trying to be a good citizen.
 For those of you who don’t know 
the inner workings of the Floral 
Park Neighborhood Association 
(FPNA), there is always a need for 
us to store supplies, decorations, and 
other paraphernalia. Mr. Silver has 
volunteered to FPNA the use of an 
empty store for short-term storage. 
 So, we need to do our part to help 
him help her to help us. 

 Another dish we ordered was lomo 
saltado, stir-fried beef, onions, fried pota-
toes, tomatoes, and rice. It was tasty and 
satisfying. Blanca said it’s her favorite 
dish. Couldn’t disagree with la jefe. 
 we also had a quarter of a rotisserie 
chicken a.k.a. pollo a la Brassa which 

El Cortijo Grill Peruvian Kitchen’s lomo saltado
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Flora Park’s
KITCHEN

 New york Times food critic Craig 
Claiborn once said “Cooking done with 
care is an act of love.” And since this is 
the love issue, let’s spread a little around 
by profiling the culinary wisdom on some 
of Floral Park’s great cooks.
 This issue we start a new column 
devoted to food: Flora Park’s Kitchen. 
To kick it off, we turn to Mila Payne, a 
certified chef on 19th Street who loves 
to share her passion for cooking with 
others. After arriving in the uS from 
Brazil over 30 years ago, she graduated 
with honors from OCC’s culinary arts 
program and began working with many 

top chefs in Orange County. She was 
hired by executive Chef Christian at the 
Ritz Carlton in Dana Point and was there 
for five years. Mila continued honing 
her skills in professional classes at the 
Culinary Institute in Napa. She taught 
classes at Sur La Table in Corona del 
Mar for eight years.
 For valentine’s Day, Mila has put 
together a simple but delicious 4- course 
menu that’s filled with love: butter 
lettuce salad with hearts of palm and an 
orange vinaigrette, stuffed mini-peppers, 
vegetarian lasagna, and a classic 
Brazilian desert, Brigadieros. 

Butter Lettuce with Hearts of 
Palm & Orange-Dijon Vinaigrette
Total time: 20 minutes
Serves 2 
Ingredients:
1 head butter lettuce, washed and drained
1 small red onion quartered, thinly sliced 
1/4 cup orange juice
1/2 teaspoon Dijon mustard
2 medium size sliced tomatoes 
1 cup sliced hearts of palm
(Trader Joe’s has excellent hearts of 
palm from Ecuador. Rinse them after 
opening.) 
3 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions:
On a large platter, place washed lettuce 
leaves, tomatoes, onions and hearts 
of palm. In a small bowl mix together, 
lemon juice and Dijon mustard. Mix 
well until combined. Add the olive oil 
a little bit at a time to emulsify it as it 
blends. Season it with salt and pepper. 
Drizzle the dressing on top of the salad 
and serve. Add agave syrup if you like 
a sweeter dressing.

BEAUTIFUL MEDITERRANEAN
OFFIcE SPAcE 

Available across from the Bowers Museum. 
 One large space (1300 sq. ft) 

$1950.00 per month;  
one small space (700 sq ft)

$950.00 per month.  
Onsite parking and easy access to freeway.  

call Gene Andres at 714-925-1092 
or email ecandres@andreslaw.com.

Chef Mila’s
Sweets & 
Savories

Floral Park’s own Chef Mila makes  an assortment 
of products for VALENTINE’S DAy and year round:

hOME-MADE MEALS FOR uP TO 6 PEOPLE; 
Slow Roasted Roma Tomatoes; Fresh Pesto; Dark 

Chocolate Sauce with Kahlua; 
 Delicious Dark Chocolate Barks; and more!

All available for pickup or delivery in Floral Park .
MilaPayne@att.net / cell: 949-903-1886



Stuffed Mini-Peppers
Preparation Time: 30 minutes 
Number of servings: 4 
Ingredients:
1 package mini sweet peppers
1 log of goat cheese or any semi-soft 

cheese of your choice (enough to 
stuff peppers) 

1 tablespoon chopped fresh herbs or 1 
teaspoon dry herbs

1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 400°F. Make a small 
slit – about an inch and a half in the 
peppers. wash and clean the peppers 
inside. There’s no need to remove the 
few seeds you find. Mix goat cheese, 
salt and pepper and herbs. Stuff each 
one with a small amount of cheese 
mixture. Drizzle olive oil and balsamic 
vinegar on top of each one. Roast them 
until peppers are soft and cheese is 
melted, about 15 to 20 minutes. Serve 
as a side dish or as appetizers. They are 
delicious! you can fix these 2-3 days 
ahead and keep them in the refrigerator 
until serving. To warm up, just place in 
a 300°F oven for 5-7 minutes or in a 
microwave for about 1 minute.

Mila’s Easy Vegetable Lasagna
Time: 35-40 minutes 
Serves: 4-6 
Ingredients:
2 pkg frozen grilled vegetables (or grill 

1 eggplant
2 zucchini
2 red or yellow bell peppers
2 cans diced organic tomatoes
1 tablespoon diced onions
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 handful of chopped basil
9 lasagna uncooked sheets
3 cups Trader Joe’s Quattro Formaggio 

(Four Cheese blend)
1⁄4 to 1⁄2 cup grated goat cheese 

(optional) 
1 cup Ricotta cheese
Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions:
Preheat the oven to 375°F. Slice 
eggplant, zucchini and bell peppers 
into 1/4 inch thick slices. Lightly coat 

with olive oil or olive oil spray, season 
with salt and grill them on a griddle or 
grill pan until tender and set aside. Mix 
the goat cheese in with the four cheese 
blend. In a medium size sauce pan sauté 
the onions with olive oil until tender. 
Add tomatoes and cook for 5 minutes. 
Add a touch of salt and pepper. Add the 
fresh herbs. In a 9”x13” baking dish, 
cover a small amount of the sauce on 
the bottom. Add the lasagna (3 sheets 
wide per layer). Place a small amount 
of sauce on top, add grilled veggies, add 
some cheese (save a little) and repeat 
the layers until all the sauce and pasta 
are gone. Sprinkle the last of the cheese 
blend on top. Cover and bake in a 375°F 
oven for about 20 minutes. Remove the 
cover and bake for another 5-7 minutes 
or until cheese is golden brown.

Mila’s Brigadeiros
Traditional Brazilian Desert

This popular chocolate treat was created 
by a confectioner from Rio de Janeiro, 
Heloisa Nabuco de Oliveira and named 
after the Brazilian hero, Brigadeiro 
Eduardo gomes. This Brazilian Air 
Force brigadier general was famous for 
helping to put an end to a communist 
coup attempt in Rio de Janeiro in 
the 1920s and running for Brazilian 
president in 1946. Legend has it he was 
dashing and very good looking and the 
ladies said he was good enough to eat so 
they had this dessert created. In Brazil 
it doesn’t matter what economic class 
you come from, there is never a party 
(weddings, graduations, birthdays etc.) 
without Brigadeiros. 
Time: 30-40 minutes 
Serves:4-6

Ingredients:
1 tablespoon butter
14 oz sweetened condensed milk 
1/4 cup dark cocoa powder
1 cup chocolate or colorful sprinkles
Instructions:
Melt the butter in a sauce pan on 
medium-low heat. Add condensed milk 
and cocoa powder stirring constantly to 
prevent it from burning. Continue mixing 
until you can see the bottom of the pan 
when dragging a spatula through it. I 
recommend taking a teaspoonful when 
it thickens nicely and place it on a plate 
and see if you can roll it into a ball. your 
hands need to be lightly greased for this. 
I prefer them a little firmer rather than 
softer. Some batches may have firmer 
bits of chocolate form if you don’t stir it 
well but I still think it makes a delicious 
texture and taste experience with them in 
it. Pour the mixture onto a greased platter 
(use a little butter to grease it) then chill 
for 1 hour. Roll the chilled mixture into 
balls and then roll the balls in chocolate 
sprinkles until covered completely. 
For a fun change I like to take seedless 
green grapes and cover them well with 
the mixture. I love it when I put them in 
my mouth and the grapes pop and give 
a sweet/tangy chocolate taste. They’re 
similar to bonbons or truffles. Store them 
in the refrigerator. 

Mila Payne is a cookbook author and 
sells slow-roasted Roma tomatoes, fresh 
pesto, dark chocolate sauce with Kahlua 
and dark chocolate barks under the 
Sweets & Savories label. She’s catered 
events for many neighbors and friends 
and makes home-made meals for local 
pickup or delivery. Her short-ribs are 
to die for (just ask Sandy and Ed). For 
more info contact her at milapayne@
att.net
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Ruth Ann Segerstrom
Moriarity Turns 99
 Ruth Ann Segerstrom-Moriarty is a 
Floral Park legend. She has lived in the 
neighborhood most of her life; currently 
living across the street from her 
childhood home. She remembers riding 
her bike up and down victoria Drive 
before many of the houses were built. 
As a young women, she was a member 
of Junior Ebell. She attended university 

and gained a nursing degree with a focus 
on communicable diseases at the onset 
of wwII. She would meet her husband, 
Eugene Moriarty, while attending uSC. 
 Ruth Ann is a fountain of knowledge 
and a true treasure of a person. Floral 
Park wishes her a happy 100th year 
and recognized her special day with a 
drive-by parade in front of her home.

Neighborhood Shines 
at Walk of Lights
—Tammy Heider

 This year, Floral Park sparkled like 
no other we’ve seen! Lights twinkled 
along every street; snowmen, Santas, 
nativities, the grinch and even guitar 
playing reindeer graced the lawns and 
rooftops all over Floral Park. It was 
a spectacular display of neighbors 
joining together in this unique holiday 
year to bring life, joy and smiles to 
the child in all of us, young and old! 
That’s what Floral Park is all about; 

spreading holiday cheer!
 walk of Lights 2020 was slightly 
different this year but that didn’t stop 
families and small groups of friends 
from braving the chilly air wrapped 
in scarves, hats and coats with a map 
of contest winners in hand. This year 
we had to forgo the beverage stations 
where in year’s past friends would 
gather for a warm beverage to toast 
the season and enjoy a sweet treat 
while catching up with one another.
 Thanks to our social committee 
chairs, Suzee and Alison, for 
arranging the Caroling Connection 
(Floral Park residents Liza & Tom 
Proprofsky) who went throughout the 
neighborhood via Alison’s golf cart to 
sing holiday classics.
 we also applaud the homeowners 
who decorated their houses and yards 
this year. I wish everyone could have 
won an award for the glorious light 
displays throughout the ‘hood. we 
truly appreciate everyone’s time and 
effort to turn Floral Park into a winter 
wonderland, minus the snow.

Eddie Quillares, Jr.
Your Local Floral Park Insurance Agent

Eddie@EddieQInsurance.com
714-617-7150
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Historic Homes & Architectural Estates

Kindness 
always wins.

Holiday Decorating
Contest Winners
 More Foral Park homes than ever 
decorated for the holidays this year, 
making the season truly merry and 
bright... literally. Judges from west 
Floral Park roamed the neighborhood 
on Tuesday, December 15 to pick 
winners in five categories. while the 
competiiton was fierce, they did manage 
to make their selections.
 Congratulations go out to:

 MOST BEAUTIFUL
Tammie & Demetrius Harakas 

2360 North Park Boulevard
MOST CREATIVE

Ralph & Sherry Opacic
2222 N. Heliotrope Drive

MOST OLD FASHIONED
Jeff Brumett & Marc LaFont

1816 N. Heliotrope Drive 
MOST WHIMSICAL

Robert & Connie Toakum
502 W. 19th Street 

Most Beautiful Most Creative

Most WhimsicalMost Old Fashioned

Best use of Lights

BEST USE OF LIGHTS
Sam & Shawn Nichols

2319 Benton Way
June Magarro
315 Benton Way

Krystal & Brian Newquist
2311 Benton Way

Nicolette & Ben Ramirez
2307 Benton Way
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Lets Support Our 
Local Small Businesses
 when the year ended, all of our 
media sponsorships ended as well. But 
luckily, most all have renewed their 
media sponsorships for 2121, funding 
another year of the Floral Park gazette. 
we are most appreciative of their 
support and hope that you, in return, 
will support their businesses.

yEAR-LONg SPONSORS
 Realtors Sandy DeAngelis of The 
DeAngelis Realty Group and Kevin 
Shuler of Neighbors Real Estate Part-
ners are both back as major back-page 
media sponsors. without their gener-
ous support, there would be no Floral 
Park gazette! Certified fnancial planner 
Diane Navarre of Cambridge Invest-
ment Research has greatly increased 
her sponsorship this year. Our  newest 
year-long sponsors are The Way to Ag-
ing senior placement; realtor Mel Steiner 

with First Team Real Estate; and our 
own neighborhod master chef Mila 
Payne with Sweets & Savories. up-
grading their sponsorships to year-long 
status are Montanya Spa across the street 
from the Bowers Museum; Floral Park 
residents Ashley Irene of Heirloom Po-
tager; and Duane greenleaf and Pedro 
Arizmendia of Benchmark Restaurant 
and Modern Eatery. Returning are Flo-
ral Park neighbors Eddie Quillares, Jr., 
our local State Farm Insurance agent; 
Nicole Doughty of the Nichole Doughty 
Group who has supported Floral Park 
for numerous years; and Demetrius and 
Tammie Harakas of Victory Diner on 
Main Street. Also renewing year-long 
sponsorships are Saddleback Chapel, 
serving Floral Park families in time 
of need since 1963; Ernie Aguilar of 
North Seventeen Real Estate who 
writes about Floral Park on his web site 
and blog; local organizational genius 
Nancy Collins of Simplified Spaces 
by Nancy; Perla Mexican Cuisine in 
downtown Santa Ana; and El Cortijo 
Grill Peruvian Express right here in 

the Floral Park.
 David Buster of Meridian Property 
Management who has served the neigh-
borhood in numerous positions over the 
years has also renewed his sponsorship 
along with longtime sponsor Window 
Restoration & Repair; and First Con-
gregational Church of Santa Ana UCC 
who invites you to their drive-in and 
virtual Sunday services.

INDIVIDuAL ISSuE SPONSORS
 Individual media sponsors this issue 
include Floral Park resident Milli Low 
at  Table 2 Garden Design; North Santa 
Ana real estate professional Jason Isley 
of Seven gables Real Estate; resident 
and broker associate Shawna Olsen; 
resident Richard A. weie of Weie 
Architecture; Judi garby of Coldwell 
Banker Realty; Karl Bonham with Old 
Towne Plumbing; and neighbors Gene 
and Ann Andres.
 you’ll find links to their web sites at 
FloralPark.com/sponsors. Let’s all join 
in supporting the small, local businesses 
that support our neighborhood.



Neighborhood Calendar
Dates and times are subject to change. Check 
details at FloralPark.com/calendar. 

FEBRUARY 2021
 FPNA general Meeting.... 2/9, 7:00 PM
 FPNA Board Mttg ............ 2/9, 7:15 PM
 virtual Cooking Class .... 2/14, 4:00 PM
MARCH 2021
 FPNA Board Meeting ...... 3/9. 7:00 PM
APRIL 2021
 FPNA Board Meeting .... 4/13, 7:00 PM

FPNA Communicates 
Via Electronic Media
 whenever we have important alerts or 
news to report, we do it through eblast 
and Facebook. whether it be upcoming 
events, meetings, weather alerts, traffic 
closures, or other neighborhood infor-
mation that affects you, you’ll find out 
about it fastest via these two channels. 
 you can get on the neighborhood 
eblast list by writing communica-
tions@FloralPark.com. you’ll never 
receive spam and your email address 
remains private. you’ll also want to 

Home Tour Plans 
Holiday Event
 The Home Tour committee is plan-
ning a one-day holiday tour of homes 
decorated for the season. The tour will 
be from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 13, complete with a holiday 

market where you can find just what 
you need for your yuletide celebra-
tion, for your home or gifts for friends 
and family. we will have our wine tent 
serving mulled wine, along with other 
holiday spirits, proceeds going directly 
to scholarships. Stay tuned for further 
information, as plans continue to de-
velop. Start inviting your family and 
friends now. we plan to resume our 
traditional two-day home and garden 
tour in April of 2022. For information, 
write HomeTour@FloralPark.com.

join the neighborhood Facebook page, 
HistoricFloralPark to be up to date on 
what’s happening in the neighbrhood 
and beyond.
 For inspiration, the Floral Park 
Instagram page posts a different 
picture of Floral Park every day! 
who knew there was so much beauty 
in one place! well, we did, and now 
so do more than 2,700 others who 
follow Floral Park at Instagram.com/
HistoricFloralParkNeighborhood.  
 To learn about Floral Park’s history, 
newsletters, events, listings, photos 
and more, go to FloralPark.com.

35



K E V I N @ N e i g h b o r s R E P . c o m K W  T U S T I N  L I C .  # 0 1 9 3 3 5 0 7   

F L O R A L  PA R K  A C T I V E  L I S T I N G S

#  o f
a c t i v e

l i s t i n g s

J a n u a r y
2 0 1 8

J a n u a r y
2 0 1 9

J a n u a r y
2 0 2 0

J a n u a r y
2 0 2 1

9 6 7 0 !

H A V E  Y O U  C O N S I D E R E D  S E L L I N G ?
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DEMAND!=
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With Kevin, it is about YOU and YOUR HOME!

Susan Anthony
Realtor®

Ed Trotter
Realtor®

Lisa Fehmer
Realtor®


